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NORTHEAST 
 

In the East, not much has changed from last week. Butter production 
continues on a steady to somewhat lighter scale. A lingering cream 
shortage, prompted by short milk supply and substantial Class II cream 
processing, suppresses butter production rates at some plants. A few 
manufacturers are still wrapping up last minute print butter holiday orders. 
The average price of retail butter, 1# pack size, inched higher in the 
Northeast and Southeast portions of the region. Bulk butter sales are light as 
some manufacturers rework available stock. Domestic bulk butter is trading 
5-8 cents over the market on the CME Group, with various time frames and 
averages used. Contracted 2019 Q1 arrangements have been completed by a 
few butter makers. The market undertone casts a little uncertainty as butter 
prices decrease.  

 
Prices for: Eastern U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:                         +0.0500 - +0.0800  
 
 
 
 
 

CENTRAL 
 
Cream availability remains sparse, but there was a little more this week than 
in week 44. Butter production remains a mix between churning contracted 
cream and micro-fixing. Some producers report their fall stores are being 
chiseled down. A number of producers relay selling cream back onto the 
market. Bulk butter, like cream, is more available in the West. However, as 
trucking woes pervade the dairy industry, among other agricultural sectors, 
this is an added difficulty/expense for Midwestern butter makers. Butter 
markets are generally steady and rangebound.  
 

Prices for: Central U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:              +0.0400 - +0.0700  
 
The CME Group monthly average price for Grade AA butter during 
October was $2.2600, up from September’s $2.2545.  
 
 
 

WEST 
 
Spot butter is available in the West region, unlike in the East and Midwest 
where it seems limited. Inventories are enough to meet all inquiries. 
Midwest cream buyers are sourcing some of their needs from the western 
region. In addition, Western bulk butter is moving to the East and Midwest 
for micro-fixing, but transportation issues are affecting the delivery 
schedules. Many processors are maxing out on print butter production. 
However, some are choosing to sell their stocks of cream to Class II 
manufacturers in lieu of churning. More cream is going to the making of 
holiday confectionary and ingredients. As the result, a few butter facilities 
managers are unable to find the adequate quantity of cream needed to 
produce butter. In general, butter output is active.  
 
Prices for: Western U.S., All First Sales, F.O.B., Grade AA, Conventional, 
and Edible Butter 
Bulk Basis Pricing  - 80% Butterfat $/LB:                           0.0000 - +0.0700  
 
The Grade AA butter price at the CME Group on Wednesday closed at 
$2.2100, compared to the weekly average price of $2.2660 from last week. 
 
The CME Group October 2018 monthly average price for AA butter, 
$2.2600, is up from September monthly average of $2.2545. One year ago 
the CME Group monthly average was $2.3293.  
 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2A 

NATIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS SALES REPORT 
U.S. AVERAGES AND TOTAL POUNDS 

WEEK ENDING 
 
November 3, 2018 

BUTTER CHEESE  40# BLOCKS 
 

CHEESE BARRELS 
38% MOISTURE 

DRY WHEY NDM 

 2.2626 
2,531,456 

1.6153 
11,532,045 

1.3434  
12,184,564  

 

0.4691 
5,429,386  

 

0.8820  
         12,376,276  

 

Further data and revisions may be found on the internet at: http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/mmr/dmr 

BUTTER MARKETS 

-2- 

NOTICE: As of July 30, 2018, Dairy Market News no longer publishes CME Group sale, bid, or offer trading activity. Five days of trad-
ing information can be found at www.cmegroup.com/trading/agricultural/spot-call-data.html 

Prices shown are in U.S. dollars per lb. in carlot quantities. Carlot unit weights: CHEESE, 40,000-44,000 lbs.; NONFAT DRY MILK, 41,000-45,000 lbs.; BUTTER, 40,000-43,000 lbs.;DRY 
WHEY, 41,000-45,000 lbs. Weekly Change is the sum of Daily Price Changes. Weekly Average is the simple average of the Daily Cash Close prices for the calendar week. Weekly Average 
Change is the difference between current and previous Weekly Average. Computed by Dairy Market News for informational purposes. This data is available on the  Internet at 
WWW.AMS.USDA.GOV/MARKET-NEWS/DAIRY  

 
 

COMMODITY  MONDAY 
 NOV 5 

 TUESDAY 
 NOV 6 

WEDNESDAY 
NOV 7 

 THURSDAY 
 NOV 8 

 FRIDAY 
 NOV 9 

::  WEEKLY 
 CHANGE 

::  WEEKLY 
 AVERAGE 

  
CHEESE                   
 BARRELS $1.3400 

(N.C.) 
$1.3350 
(-0.0050) 

$1.3050 
(-0.0300) 

$1.3050 
(N.C.) 

$1.3050 
(N.C.) 

:: 
:: 

 
(-0.0350) 

:: 
:: 

$1.3180 
(+0.0130) 

 40 POUND BLOCKS $1.4575 
(N.C.) 

$1.4575 
(N.C.) 

$1.4250 
(-0.0325) 

$1.3900 
(-0.0350) 

$1.3800 
(-0.0100) 

:: 
:: 

 
(-0.0775) 

:: 
:: 

$1.4220 
(-0.0610) 

NONFAT DRY MILK                   
 GRADE A $0.8875 

(-0.0125) 
$0.8850 
(-0.0025) 

$0.8700 
(-0.0150) 

$0.8575 
(-0.0125) 

$0.8600 
(+0.0025) 

:: 
:: 

 
(-0.0400) 

:: 
:: 

$0.8720 
(-0.0095) 

BUTTER                   
 GRADE AA $2.2875 

(-0.0125) 
$2.2400 
(-0.0475) 

$2.2100 
(-0.0300) 

$2.1925 
(-0.0175) 

$2.1925 
(N.C.) 

:: 
:: 

 
(-0.1075) 

:: 
:: 

$2.2245 
(-0.0415) 

DRY WHEY                   
 EXTRA GRADE $0.4475 

(+0.0025) 
$0.4450 
(-0.0025) 

$0.4450 
(N.C.) 

$0.4375 
(-0.0075) 

$0.4350 
(-0.0025) 

:: 
:: 

 
(-0.0100) 

:: 
:: 

$0.4420 
(-0.0110) 
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